THE DUNCIAD.
BOOK the SECOND.
/     TTIGH on a gorgeous seat, that far outshone
/    j JnL Henley's gilt Tub, or Fleckno's Irish Throne,
i ~i a] Om. ij28a-f.
Two things there are, upon which the very Basis of all verbal Criticism is
founded and supported: The first, that the Author could never fail to use the
very best word, on every occasion: The second, that the Critick cannot chuse
but know, which it is. This being granted, whenever any doth not fully content
us, we take upon us to conclude, first that the author could never have us'd it,
And secondly, that he must have used That very one which we conjecture in its
stead.
We cannot therefore enough admire the learned Scribkrus, for his alteration
of the Text in the .two last verses of the preceding book, which in all the former
editions stood thus
Hoarse Thunder to its bottom shook the bog,
And the loud nation croak'd, God save K. Log!
He has with great judgment transposed these two epithets, putting hoarse to the
Nation, and loud to the Thunder: And this being evidently the true reading, he
vouchsafed not so much as to mention the former; For which assertion of the
just right of a Critick, he merits the acknowledgement of all sound Commenta-
tors.
I   i. High on a. gorgeous seat] Parody of Milton (Par. Lost, ii i~5>,
~~"             ^ High on a throw of royal state, that far
I Outshone the wealth of Ormus and oflnd,
Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand
Show'rs on her Kings barbaric pearl and gold,
Satan exalted sate>-------
2. HenleyV gilt Tub] The pulpit of a Dissenter is usually called a Tub; but
that of Mr. Orator Henley was covered with velvet, and adorned with gold. He
had also a fair altar, and over it this extraordinary inscription, The Primitive
Eucharist. See the history of this person, book 3, verse 195,
a. Or Flcckno's Irish Throne] Richard Flecknoe <d. 1678?) was an Irish Priest,
but had laid aside (as himself expressed it) the Mechanick part of Priesthood,
He printed some Plays, Poems, Letters and Travels. I doubt not our Author
took occasion to mention him in respect to the Poem of Mr, Dryden, to which
this bears some resemblance; tho' of a character more different from it than that
of the &neid from the Iliad, or the Lutrin of Boileau from the Defaite des Bsuts
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